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Sunday, with its blend of triumph and desolation.  
Holy Week events included the annual Maundy 
Thursday Soup Supper and Service and the Good 
Friday Prayer Vigil.   
   Remembering the Resurrection, Easter worship 
dawned brightly with music from the TUC choir led 
by musical director Sue Coslick and special guest 
Tim Walton.   Puppets helped Joy (and her assistant 
Thom Rhodes) tell the story of Mary at the tomb to 
the delight of the children – of all ages.  Pastor 
Elsie’s sermon based on Mark’s gospel reminded us 
that the story is not finished. 
 
   After months of meetings and discussion during 
the first quarter of 2009, TUC adopted the following 
statement, becoming an Open and Affirming 
Congregation as identified in the United Church of 
Christ:  

   As we endeavor to live our vision: “Growing in 
Christ, Sharing in Love,” we at Trinity United 
Church affirm that God’s love, Chirst’s church, 
and the Spirit’s power are for people of every 
color, age, ethnicity, gener identity, sexual 
orientation, circumstance, and ability. 
   Therefore, we extend a loving welcome 
providing all people full participation in the life 
and ministry of the church. In the spirit of Christ’s 
love, we recognize, celebrate, and give thanks 
for the diversity in which God has created us. 

 
   Taizé Worship Services were held on the second 
Sunday of January, February, and March, led by 
Pastoral Assistant Jared Stephens and Cyndy 
Reames.  Beginning at 7 pm with a time of centering 
silence, the worship experience includes music, 
readings from scripture, and silence, all in a candlelit 
atmosphere of mediation.  Join us each month on 
the second Sunday for this time of calm in a 
chaotic busy world. 

 
 

 
   The first three months of 2009 found TUC moving 
forward seamlessly from the excitement of the 
Advent / Christmas season to the contemplative and 
passionate power of Lent / Eastertide. 
   On January 4, we celebrated Epiphany.  As part of 
the morning worship service, each congregant 
received a star; each star held a word to be used as 
a touch stone for the coming year.  Honesty, Justice, 
Kindness, Awe, whatever the word, there was 
laughter and thoughtfulness as people compared the 
words on their stars.    
   The Annual Congregational Meeting on January 
25, 2009 was an opportunity to review and celebrate 
the blessings God had bestowed during 2008.  It 
was also a time to look forward, planning, dreaming, 
envisioning what God was doing in and through us 
in the year to come.   
   The elders newly elected at the Annual Meeting to 
serve on the Covenant Board met for the first time at 
a one day retreat on February 21.  They prayed 
together, dreamed together, and set goals for 
themselves and the congregation for 2009. 
 
   The choir shared a soulful rendition of The 
Lonesome Valley.   Ashes, created from the palms 
from last year and the prayers of the people during 
the service, were applied to foreheads or wrists.  
Scriptures and a meditative reflection were shared.  
The indoor Labyrinth was walked.  And the 2009 
Lenten season began with a prayerful worship 
service on Ash Wednesday, February 25.  TUC 
joined with Stirling Presbyterian and Meyersville 
Presbyterian churches for a weekly supper and 
study on Sunday evenings through Lent.  The 
churches rotated as “hosts,” providing a soup and 
dessert meal.  The three pastors shared leading the 
study each week based on Sabbath as Resistance 
by Walter Brueggemann.   
   Pastor Elsie and Pastoral Assistants, Joy Arroyo 
and Jared Stephens, led in meaningful worship 
services each week, leading up to Palm/Passion   

http://www.trinityunitedchurch.org/


In the months to come – 
 

All Church Rummage Sale 
  This fund-raising event offers an opportunity to do 
some spring cleaning at home while providing an 
outreach to the community.  Join us at the church on 
Saturday, May 30 from 9 am – 2 pm. 

  

Laugh Out Loud 

   The new 7-class session of this low-impact, fun 
way to exercise starts Monday, May 4 at 8 pm.  

The class is repeated on Wednesday, May 6 at 
11:30 am.   As always, all proceeds from the sessions 
($35 per person for all seven classes) are donated to 
Trinity United Church.   
   You may want to consider donating a scholarship for 
someone who would like to attend, but cannot afford to, 
such as someone from a nursing home; a good way to 
help TUC and someone else. 
   For information, contact certified Laughter Instructor, 
Yvette Halpin, at 732-469-7858. 

 
Scleroderma Support Group 
   A rare, chronic autoimmune disease, Scleroderma 
afflicts an estimated 300,000 Americans.  This support 
group is for those whose lives have been touched by 
the disease in one way or another.  They meet quarterly 
downstairs at TUC.  Their next meeting will be June 3 
at 7 pm.  Contact coordinator Ellen Waldstein at 908-
647-7266 for more information. 

 

The TUC Mini Art Gallery  

   Space has been designated in the TUC sanctuary for 
displaying the work of community artists.  
Throughout the month of May 2009, the 
works of Donna Sourne will be on view.     
  Donations received from any sales will be 
used for TUC restoration projects.  If you would like to 

become a TUC Artist of the Month, sign up in the 

PCN notebook or contact coordinator, Kit Bebbington at 
732-356-3730.   

 

The Trinity Stitchers 

  Every 3rd Saturday of the month, TUC is transformed 
into an old-fashioned sewing circle as this group of 
knitters, crocheters, and needle pushers of all kinds 
gather to “ply” their crafts and visit.  Primarily a Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, this group makes garments and 
blankets of all kinds for groups such as Knit for Kids 
and Warm up America.  Whether you are an “old” hand 
or want to learn, come join the group.  Their next 
session is Saturday, May 9, 10 am – 
12 pm.  For more information contact 
coordinator, Carol Krueger at 908-647-
5870 or at cakowls@eclipse.net.  
  

 

 

Christian Education at TUC 
Committed to spiritual growth through worship, word 

and witness 
All sessions begin Sundays at 9:30 am 

 

May 10 and 24 – The Power of Forgiveness 
   During these two sessions, we will watch and discuss 
scenes from the 2007 film, “The Power of Forgiveness.” 
Facilitated by Pastor Elsie Armstrong Rhodes 
 

May 17 – Faith Communities and Climate Activism 
   Maarten Altena will report on the North America 
Summit of the Alliance for Climate Protection.  Mr. 
Altena received an invitation to attend this conference 
from former Vice President Al Gore. 
 

June 7 and 14 – Let’s Talk About Race: An 
American Cultural History of Race Relations 
   This two-part series on American history of race 
relations, equipping us for a deeper and more 
fundamental discussion on racial experiences in the 21

st
 

century will be facilitated by Maarten Altena. 

 

“Come let us worship together” 

All services begin Sundays at 10:30 am 
 

May 10 – “The Constant Gardener” 
Pastoral Joy Arroyo, preaching 

   During the Hospitality Time following worship, we will 
say Vaya con Dios to Joy, as she completes her year 
with us and begins her journey as a wife and seminary 
graduate. 
 

May 17 – “Included and Always Including” 
Pastor Elsie Armstrong Rhodes, preaching 

Hunger Offering will be received  
   During the Hospitality Time following worship, we will 
say Slàn leat to Jared, as he completes his second year 
with us and leaves to work in Ireland. 
 

May 24 – “Up and Out” 
Pastor Elsie Armstrong Rhodes, preaching 

Celebration of Ascension Sunday 
 

May 31 – “Now thatôs the Spirit!” 
Pastor Elsie Armstrong Rhodes, preaching 

Celebration of Pentecost 
   Weather permitted, worship will be held at the 
Labyrinth at 11 North Lane in Warren. 
 

June 7 – “Lip Service” 
Pastor Elsie Armstrong Rhodes, preaching 

Celebration of Trinity Sunday 
Celebration of Communion 

 

June 14 – Youth Sunday 
The children and youth of TUC, with the help of their 

teachers, will lead the worship service. 
 

June 21 – “We’re in the Same Boat” 
Pastor Elsie Armstrong Rhodes, preaching 

Hunger Offering will be received 
 


